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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE CREATION OF CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC OPPOSITION IN 
CUBA 

REF: CARACAS 2987 ( NOTAL) 

1. COPEI LEADER AND SECRETARY GENERAL OF CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC 
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA ( ODCA) LUIS HERRERA CAMPINS CATEGORICALLY 
DENIED TO PRESS APRIL 13 NEWS REPORTS CITED REFTEL TO EFFECT COPEI 
HAS HAD ROLE IN FOUNDING OF A CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY IN CUBA. 
HERRERA, WHO PERSONALLY AND THROUGH ODCA WOULD HAVE BEEN 
LOGICALLY 

INVOLVED IN SUCH MOVE, DENIED HAVING HAD " EVEN THE INTENTION" OF 
TAKING THIS INITIATIVE. 

2. HERRA SAID FLATLY CASTRO REGIME " SEEMS TO BE OPPOSED TO 
IDEOLOGICAL AND POLITICAL PLURALISM." HE EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT NEWS 
STORIES THAT A CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC OPPOSTION WOULD BE PERMITTED 
IN CUBA, NOTING CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC LEADERSHIP OF CUBA IS IN 
EXILE. HERRERA CLAIMED ONLY VENEZUELAN LEADER WHO HAS RECENTLY 
TALF.D WITH CASTRO HAS BEEN DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL SPORTS INSTITUTE 
DURING VISIT TO HAVANA, AND SAID THEY TALKED ONLY ABOUT SPORTS. 

3. COMMENT: HERRERA STATEMENT WAS ALMOST CERTAINLY IN RESPONSE 
TO STRONG DEMANDS FOR COPEI CLARIFICATION BY EXILED CUBAN CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER CITED REFTEL. 
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